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Welcome to the fourteenth edition of the 
Coventry Artspace Newsletter. This 
newsletter is a bi-monthly publication 
designed to keep you up to date with our 
artist-led activity and developments.  
 
This newsletter is available to download 
from the Artspace website: 
www.coventry-artspace.co.uk or via hard 
copy by contacting us using the details 
provided at the bottom of each page. 
 

Castle & Elephant 
Special 
 
Castle & Elephant is now open at 35 City 
Arcade, Coventry and is pleased to 
announce its inaugural exhibition by 
Nottingham based artist Tom Godfrey.  
 
On Friday 23rd October, Tom previewed his 
solo exhibition óThe Three Day Weekô with a 
private view and an artist talk with 
Hinterlandôs Jennie Syson. The Three Day 
Week will continue through to November 
22nd and the gallery will be open from 
Thursday-Sunday 12pm-6pm.  
 
Curator Hannah Conroy will be touring the 
work from 3-4pm on Friday 6th November. 
 
For more details about the exhibition, 
gallery or forthcoming plans please visit: 
www.castleandelephant.co.uk  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Artspace the Charity 
Changes Faces 
 
Coventry Artspace is a recently registered 
charity (June 09) and as such weôve been 
working behind the scenes to streamline 
and improve our services. This has seen us 
working in additional roles such as the Arts 
Development Service, on new projects such 
as the City Arcade and Void Space 
initiatives and making the transition to a 
strategic organisation with core services 
delivered by and for the public with our 
artist members.  
 
Laura Elliott is now Artspace Director, 
having overall responsibility for the 
management of the company and reporting 
to the Board of Trustees.  
 
This is a strategic role, leading on creative 
direction, partnership development, 
fundraising, staff management and contract 
delivery. 
  
Jackie Stevens' title is now Company 
Secretary and Finance Manager which 
acknowledges additional tasks in company 
administration and management of the 
building.  
  
To support both roles, Artspace will shortly 
be recruiting a part-time Coordinator (two 
days per week). For more details watch this 
space or visit the Artspace website. 
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Artspace Continue to 
Provide Arts 
Development Support 
 
The Artspace team will now continue to 
support the Arts Development Service at 
Coventry City Council until the end of 
March 2010. 

The Arts Development Service exists to 
develop and support arts activity across the 
city with the chief aim of cementing 
Coventryôs burgeoning reputation as a 
place of artistic vitality and innovation.  

We offer accessible support services for the 
huge range of professional and voluntary 
creative practitioners that make up the cityôs 
thriving and varied creative and cultural 
industries sector.  

We work in partnership with some of the 
cityôs key creative organisations to involve 
Coventryôs communities in arts activities 
which make imaginative use of Coventryôs 
facilities and resources, meeting the needs 
and aspirations of the cityôs diverse 
population. 

Details of the following services are 
available through the brand new Arts Pages 
on the Coventry City Council website: 
www.coventry.gov.uk/arts  

A vision for the arts in Coventry.... 

You can read more about The Arts 
Development Serviceôs vision for the arts in 
Coventry and priorities in the City Councilôs 
Strategic Arts Policy 2004-2010. If you 
would like to comment on the principles and 
priorities outlined in the Strategic Arts 
Policy ahead of its renewal in 2010, please 
email: arts.development@coventry.gov.uk 

 

Small Arts Grants: The Arts Development 
Service administers Coventry City Council's 
Small Arts Grant Scheme, for more details 
on whether your project is eligible and how 
to apply, please visit our Small Arts Grant 
page. 

Advice and Support... 

The Arts Development Service provides 
advice and support relating to creative 
practice and projects. This includes advice 
about conducting your project [eg applying 
for a Temporary Events Notice; how to get 
a Criminal Records Bureau check; sample 
Photography Release Form, Child 
Protection Policy, Equal Opportunities 
Policy etc forms.] Where specialist 
knowledge is required, clients are 
signposted to appropriate organisation and 
support schemes. 

Emerge Networking Events... 

Please visit our Emerge page for more 
information. 

Contact Details: 
 

Arts Development Service 
C/o Coventry Artspace 
Culture, Leisure and Libraries 
Floor 2 
West Orchard House 
28-34 Corporation Street 
Coventry 
CV1 1GF 
Tel: 024 7683 2362 
E-mail: arts.development@coventry.gov.uk  
Web:  www.coventry.gov.uk/arts  

 

Image courtesy of 
www.coventry.gov.uk/arts  

http://www.coventry.gov.uk/arts
http://www.coventry.gov.uk/ccm/navigation/council--government-and-democracy/council/council-policies-and-plans/culture-and-leisure-strategies-and-policies/
http://www.coventry.gov.uk/ccm/navigation/council--government-and-democracy/council/council-policies-and-plans/culture-and-leisure-strategies-and-policies/
http://www.coventry.gov.uk/ccm/navigation/council--government-and-democracy/council/council-policies-and-plans/culture-and-leisure-strategies-and-policies/
mailto:arts.development@coventry.gov.uk
http://www.coventry.gov.uk/redirect/?oid=%5bcom.arsdigita.cms.contenttypes.ESDService:%7Bid=20677007%7D%5d
http://www.coventry.gov.uk/redirect/?oid=%5bcom.arsdigita.cms.contenttypes.ESDService:%7Bid=20677007%7D%5d
http://www.coventry.gov.uk/ccm/content/city-services-directorate/public-protection/environmental-health/business-licencing-and-street-trading/temporary-event-notices.en
http://www.coventry.gov.uk/ccm/navigation/community-and-living/equalities-and-communities/equality-strategy/
http://www.coventry.gov.uk/ccm/navigation/community-and-living/equalities-and-communities/equality-strategy/
http://www.coventry.gov.uk/ccm/navigation/community-and-living/equalities-and-communities/equality-strategy/
http://www.coventry.gov.uk/redirect/?oid=%5bcom.arsdigita.cms.contenttypes.ESDService:%7Bid=16350087%7D%5d
mailto:arts.development@coventry.gov.uk
http://www.coventry.gov.uk/arts
http://www.coventry.gov.uk/arts
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Frieda and Shiam Send 
Ladies of Science off 
with a Bang 

Artspace bursary recipients Frieda van de 
Poll and Shiam Wilcox (AKA Miss Notbut 
and Miss Gotleg) have been celebrating the 
end of a project to turn a City Arcadeôs shop 
space into an experimentation unit for their 
project; Ladies of Science, a Sideshow.  

The artists, who moved in to unit 22 with 
support from the Arts Council funded 
bursary programme have ended their 9-
month collaboration with two showcases in 
the shop and the slightly creepier Herbert 
Crypt. 

This project has been the first of what the 
artists hope to be many collaborative 
exhibitions and events, though it remains to 
be confirmed if they will continue exploring 
such macabre subject matter. 

To follow the last leg of the Ladies of 
Science project visit: 
http://ladiesofscience.blog.com/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A ghostly Miss Nobut invites those of a 
strong disposition to witness experiments in 
the Herbert Crypt. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Big Draw participant colours in the walls 
at Artspace 
 

Big Draw Does Art-a-
Matronics 
 
Artspace members, friends and associates 
gathered for a Big Draw event which saw 
more drawing extravaganzas than ever in 
the Artspace Building. 
 
The event, which took place on Saturday 
24th October and was led by Artspace 
member Vicky Ram included activities such 
as Colour in the Big Draw, Drawinô Darwin, 
A Day in the Life of...and more, all with a 
huge variety of materials. 
 
One special feature of the day included a 
remote controlled drawing machine created 
by artist Martin Malone. The machine has 
the facility to hold a number of pens and 
crayons and participants were invited to 
control the machine and create a giant, 
floor sized art work throughout the day. All 
to huge success 
 
Many thanks to all of those that attended 
and supported the Big Draw day. For more 
details about our outreach events please 
visit www.coventry-artspace.co.uk  
 
 

http://ladiesofscience.blog.com/
http://www.coventry-artspace.co.uk/
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Artspace Relaunch 
Members Meetings 
 
We are very pleased to announce that 
Artspace members meetings are about to 
be relaunched and WE NEED YOU to do it! 
 
On Wednesday 11th November we'll be 
hosting a meeting for old, new and 'still 
thinking about it' members to share ideas 
and create a new version of our Artspace 
members meetings. We'll be asking you for 
thoughts on what should happen during 
meetings, what we can achieve in a 2-hour 
time slot, what frequency they should take 
place and what we can achieve creatively. 
 
Come along for drinks and nibbles from 
5pm onwards and share your thoughts 
about... 
 

- group crits? 
- demonstrations? 
- artist talks? 
- show-and-tells? 
- readings? 
- anything else that springs to mind? 

 
We're hoping to confirm a 6-month 
programme at least so please let us know 
about what you would like to happen. 
 
This meeting will finish at 7pm by the latest 
with an opportunity to watch Coventry 
School of Samba rehearse afterwards or a 
quick drink at the local pub. 
 
For more details about Artspace 
membership and how you can join visit 
www.coventry-artspace.co.uk  
 
For more information about Coventry 
School of Samba and how to get involved 
visit: 
http://www.coventryschoolofsamba.org.uk/  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Coventry School of Samba who rehearse at 
Coventry Artspace every Wednesday 
evening. 
 

City Void Space 
Strategy Nears 
Completion 
 
Artspace are pleased to announce that the 
Cityôs Void Space Strategy nears 
completion.  
 
The strategy, which aims to create 
partnerships, investigate and utilise 
opportunities and coordinate a cohesive 
approach to using empty spaces in the city 
is due for completion in early December. 
 
The strategy has been commissioned by 
Coventry City Council, Culture Leisure and 
Libraries and is being developed by the 
Revolutionary Arts Group who advocate for 
artists using or seeking to use empty shop 
spaces through their Empty Shops 
Network. The strategy has generated 
interest from local media, artists, 
organisations and local authority as it gains 
momentum. 
 
For more details about the Empty Shops 
Network visit: 
www.artistsandmakers.com/emptyshops  

http://www.coventry-artspace.co.uk/
http://www.coventryschoolofsamba.org.uk/
http://www.artistsandmakers.com/emptyshops
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Tom Godfrey in 
Conversation with 
Jennie Syson 

Castle & Elephant exhibiting artist Tom 
Godfrey discussed the development and 
presentation of his current exhibition at his 
preview event on Friday 23rd October.  

The recorded discussion has now been 
made available to listen to online via the 
Castle & Elephant website: 
www.castleandelephant.co.uk  

Three Day week will run until November 
22nd. Castle & Elephant is open Thursday-
Sunday from 12-6pm. For more details visit 
the Castle & Elephant website or join 
curator Hannah Conroy in the space on 
Friday 6th November from 3-4pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C&E Introduces 
Annexinema to City 

Annexinema present a site-specific 
screening event for the second exhibition at 
Castle & Elephant on Friday 11th December 
7:30-9:00pm.  

Selected from an archive of contemporary 
and historic films, Annexinema will respond 
to their own interaction with the gallery and 
its location, loosely flitting between themes 
such as urban environments, architecture, 
travel, consumerism, and finger skating. 
 
After the opening screening, a selection of 
films will be presented on multiple screens 
in the gallery window. The installation will 
be visible from outside of the space until the 
20th December.  
 
Annexinema is a peripatetic and 
autonomous events-based collaboration 
founded by Emily Wilczek (AMIS) and Ian 
Nesbitt (Stand Assembly) and based in 
Nottingham. The group is committed to 
programming visionary and experimental 
artists' work in sound, moving image and 
related performance. 

Castle&Elephant is based in Coventryôs 
City Arcade, Unit 35, CV1 3HX. For further 
information please contact Hannah Conroy 
07943639832, or 
post@castleandelephant.co.uk or visit the 
Castle & Elephant website 
www.castleandelephant.co.uk  

 

 

 

 

http://www.castleandelephant.co.uk/
mailto:post@castleandelephant.co.uk
http://www.castleandelephant.co.uk/
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CALLING ALL CRAZY 
KNITTERS! 
 
Artist Frieda van de Poll invites you to knit 
or crochet individual condoms and dental 
dams as part of Warwick Universityôs 
Sexual Health Awareness Week (SHAW)!  
 
As resident artist for SHAW , Frieda is 
seeking budding knitters and crochet artists 
to create condoms and dental dams in any 
form, format (small, medium or extra large) 
or material. The finished products will be 
inserted and displayed in a trail around the 
Warwick University campus connecting 
SHAW venues held from 23 - 27 November 
2009.  
 
Find and share ideas, thoughts and 
comments on 
http://knittingforshaw.blogspot.com/ 
  
Want to get involved? Please send an email 
to friedapoll@yahoo.com with your name, 
postal address and any details we need to 
know about and we will send you a 
stamped and addressed envelope so that 
you can send your product to us for the 
trail.  
 
You will also find a private invite to the 
World Aids Day campus party on 1st 
December. 
 
Run by and for students, SHAW will explore 
the dynamics and politics surrounding the 
personal, national and global issues of 
sexual health. The weekôs events 
(seminars, arts & activism) will 
distribute information about sexual health, 
and will encourage critical reflection 
regarding the politics of sexual health, 
especially HIV/AIDS. This will be the first 
week of its kind on a university campus! 
Check out the events: 
http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/history/c
hm/events/shaw2009/ 

Vortex Creates Open 
Studio 

Artspace member Nicola Richardson and 
her business partner Marianne Taviner 
invite you to join them for an Open Studio 
event celebrating one year of operation for 
Vortex Creates. 

The event, taking place on Saturday 14th 
November from 12pm-4pm will offer an 
insight into Vortex Creates and their work to 
date. It will also be the first UK opportunity 
to see images of their 2009 Montana World 
Of Wearable Art Costume, Ultra Violent 
Beauty. 

As a new company, Vortex Creates is 
always looking for exciting collaborations of 
all shapes and sizes. Whether that be from 
initial concept through to design and 
realisation, or anywhere in-between.  

Needless to say that this event promises to 
deliver an exciting range of treats and 
opportunities for everyone in attendance 
and we hope to see you there. 

The Open Studio event will take place at 
the Vortex Creates Studios: Studio 6, 
Manor Farm Workshops, Hunningham 
Road, Offchurch, CV33 9AG 
 
For more details visit  
www.vortex-creates.co.uk, email 
inspire@vortex-creates.co.uk or contact 
Nicola on 0795 8291 162 

 

 

 

 

 

http://knittingforshaw.blogspot.com/
mailto:friedapoll@yahoo.com
http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/history/chm/events/shaw2009/
http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/history/chm/events/shaw2009/
http://www.vortex-creates.co.uk/
mailto:inspire@vortex-creates.co.uk
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Useful Links and 
Contacts 

Artspace endeavours to keep up to date 
with the local and wider art scene. Below 
you will find some information about 
sources we regard to be essential in 
remaining informed. 

The Lock Gallery at the Canal Basin, 
Coventry, provides exhibition opportunities 
and a range of creative programmes 
including the following: 

Open Lock: November 3rd- December 5th 
Private view 1st November. The Lock 
Gallery is hosting its first open exhibition 
including work from local artists, painters, 
sculptors, ceramicists, jewellers, 
photographers and more. Private view will 
take place from 6-9pm on Sunday 1st 
December. 
 
Dr. Sketchyôs Anti Art Classes at the Lock  
Gallery; when burlesque meets life drawing:  
The next event is Friday 13th November at 
7pm-10pm 
 
Cov: Art Fair (Winter Edition): 6th December 
11-4pm The Lock Gallery are calling for 
artists to host stalls at Cov: Art Fair Winter 
Edition. Cov Art Fair is a quarterly event to 
be held at the Canal Basin, primarily to give 
local artists and makers the opportunity to 
sell their work, from an affordable stall. 
 
Shop now open. The Lock Gallery now 
have a range of wares from local artists and 
makers available to buy online. To start 
purchasing your Christmas gifts now visit 
the Lock gallery website or follow this link: 
http://www.etsy.com/shop.php?user_id=572
6964  

For details about these events contact 
Emma O Brien on Emmajane3@mac.com. 
Tel: 07846993974 or visit 
www.thelockgallery.co.uk 

www.youpunkeroo.com is a Craft workshop 
offering drop in sessions of all things crafty, 
for all ages, and all abilities and catering for 
special needs groups.  

www.redteapot.co.uk is an independent, 
artist-led, online resource and network for 
artists and creative types living and/or 
working in Coventry & Warwickshire. 

View the Arts Councilôs arts-jobs website at: 
http://listmail.artsfb.org.uk 

www.theherbert.org provides you with all 
the information you need to plan a visit to 
the Herbert Museum, Art Gallery and Media 
Centre including details about their 
collections, exhibitions and educational 
programmes.  
 
www.arts-media.org is a leading 
independent development and advisory 
resource for artists and arts organisations.  

www.covartists.ning.com is a social 
networking site for Coventry and 
Warwickshire based Artists. The site allows 
artists to list events or activities, add 
profiles or comments and share everything 
from good practice tips to images.  

Emerge, the cityôs arts publication is now 
developed in-house by the Institute for 
Creative Enterprise at Coventry University 
and edited by Jane Howard. For editorial 
information please email Jane: 
jane.howard@lineone.net  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TEAPOT TUESDAYS: 
 

Artspace are working with the Red Teapot 
team to bring you óTeapot Tuesdaysô, 
informal artistsô networking at the Herbert 
Cafe on every first Tuesday of the month 
from 2-4pm. The next events are on 
November 3rd and December 4th. Look out 

for the Red Teapot! For more details contact 
Artspace or visit: www.redteapot.co.uk  

http://www.etsy.com/shop.php?user_id=5726964
http://www.etsy.com/shop.php?user_id=5726964
mailto:Emmajane3@mac.com
http://www.thelockgallery.co.uk/
http://www.youpunkeroo.com/
http://www.redteapot.co.uk/
http://listmail.artsfb.org.uk/
http://www.theherbert.org/
http://www.arts-media.org/
http://www.covartists.ning.com/
mailto:jane.howard@lineone.net
http://www.redteapot.co.uk/
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