
[image: image1.jpg]



[image: image2.jpg]TN

JAGUAR




CONTENTS:

In this pack you will find the following information: 

· About Artspace and Membership
· About the Current Artspace Members
· About the Events and Activities for Members
· Guidelines
· Application Form
· Support and Getting in Touch

For support with your application or to receive in large font (14pt) please contact:

Laura Elliott
T: 024 7655 3533

M: 07982 708694

E: Laura@coventry-artspace.co.uk
Web: www.coventry-artspace.co.uk
ABOUT ARTSPACE
Coventry Artspace is an independent art facility and registered charity which exists to promote, strengthen and support visual arts practise in Coventry. We aim to act as a catalyst for exchange between artists, community groups and cultural partners in the City. 

We do this through providing member services for artists and community groups. For members who want more, we also have artistic, outreach and arts development programmes that artists and arts professionals can be involved in. 
Membership costs £20 per year and includes benefits such as:

· Collaboration and networking opportunities with over 130 artists and professionals

· Discount room hire and kiln hire

· Access to the Artspace Membership area

· Free WiFi

· Support for group exhibitions and events

· Shared use of CPD resources

· Shared Mac, Phone, Fax and Photocopier

· Online profiling and web promotion

· PR support for individual and group events

· Retail discounts with arts suppliers -10% discount with Great Art Catalogue and Artisan large format print specialists.

· Volunteering opportunities

More details about the exhibitions, events and activities that members can be involved in are below.

ABOUT THE CURRENT ARTSPACE MEMBERS
Coventry Artspace Members are artists, makers and community representatives from across Coventry, the region and the UK. 
Members are from all areas of the arts sector and include emergent, mid-career and professional practitioners. Some members are working within communities, in institutions such as schools, museums, theatres, galleries and hospitals. Others are creating site-specific, performance based, digital and multi media work. Each member contributes individual skills to the Artspace and share in ideals to spread good quality artwork to every crevice of Coventry, the West Midlands and the UK. 
Studio provision for artists is slim in Coventry, and we are one of the few providers. What makes us unique is our membership scheme which acts to support artists that are not based in the building. Our services complement rather than duplicate other organisations we network with and we have good relationships with other arts and creative organisations, and individuals in Coventry and the wider its community.
Coventry Artspace now offers one flat rate of membership which is charged at £20 per year. 
ABOUT EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES FOR MEMBERS:
The full range membership services vary according to funding and our staffing capacity. We rely on our members to be proactive in supporting activities and events to happen.
The opportunities listed below are part of our varying events, activities and exhibitions programmes which members can be involved in. When you become an Artspace member you’re given access to the most up to date information about these programmes and details of how to get involved.

Please note that services such as the talks, may, from time to time, incur other charges. This will be made clear at the time of advertisement, and members will receive special rates for all charged services!

Artspace events and activities that members can currently be involved in:

Open Studio Events: 
The Open Studio events offer the existing studio holders the chance to open their spaces to the public and other members to showcase themselves and activities in our large community room. These events provide networking opportunities for member artists and potential members as well as a point of interest and interaction for the local and wider community. 
1-Hour Residencies:
The Coventry Artspace 1-Hour Residencies are for artists and creative practitioners to spend a short period of time and space away from their usual studio/work environment - exploring practise with other artists through discussion and practical exercises. Taking place in pubs of interest, the idea is that artists can continue to socialise after the residency is complete.

Artists Talks and Group Seminars: 
These events act as a platform for members and potential members to engage in critical discussion around a particular theme, complementing running exhibitions. 

Group and Collaborative Exhibitions: 
These events act as a launch pad for artists’ groups based in the local and wider area, providing the opportunity for collaboration and partnership working between Artspace and other venues and groups such as Frontline AV, The Herbert and Herbert Media, The Tin Angel and Taylor John’s House, Canal Basin Studios, Lock Gallery and Fishbone Gallery.
Individual Showcases and Private Views: 

These events act to promote the work of individual member artists or groups associated with Artspace. This might take the form of a private view for a visual artist, a live performance from a member band or Theatre Company or the resulting private view from an exhibition bursary recipient. These events will support the exhibiting artists by providing free PR and advertisement for the showcase using Artspace networks and databases, hanging or technical support, refreshments and background material for audience members, front of house staff and one to one liaison with the Artspace team. These events are designed to support artists in their professional development by providing strong networking opportunities, promotional tools and hands on experience with developing a showcase event. 

Big Draw Events:
Artspace host annual events in response to the National initiative ‘The Big Draw’. 
Big Draw projects are complemented by CPD events inviting local and regional artists to discuss the impact and influence that drawing has upon their artistic practice.
Artspace Bursary Scheme:
The Artspace Bursary Scheme provided bursaries for artists in Coventry and the West Midlands from 2008-11. We are seeking funding to continue this scheme.
Student Stairs:
Artspace support graduate retention in the city by providing exhibition and volunteering opportunities for students and recent graduates at Coventry University and also encouraging young people from schools and colleges to get involved. 
‘Student Stairs’ offers students either an individual or group quarterly exhibition within the recently refurbished stairwell at Artspace. The brightly lit space is the entrance to the upstairs studios and may potentially offer students the opportunity to build informal relationships with Artspace residents and artists with a view to support more formal mentoring relationships in the longer term. The Artspace Bi-Monthly Profiling Events act as private view events for the quarterly exhibitions and Artspace broker volunteering opportunities with interested and dedicated students. 
Members Meetings:
Artspace members meet occasionally to discuss organisation and building developments, and network, sometimes with Artspace Trustees. These meetings are optional but members are asked to attend and contribute to the wider discussion about the Artspace organisation. 

Creative Steering Group:
Artspace host a creative steering group which acts to create a framework for members creative ambitions on an annual basis. Artspace then provide fundraising support for the creative steering group who deliver projects in a voluntary and, where applicable, paid capacity. 
Member Trustees:

From November 2011 the Artspace Board of Trustees will be seeking two Artspace members to join the Board. This will allow interested parties to support the development and management of the charity and to participate in strategic decision making about the organisation. 
Applicants will need to clearly demonstrate how they will contribute to an already dynamic Board, avoid conflicts of interest and adhere to the Charity Commission guidelines for Trustees.
There will be an application process and interviews for the roles. If you would like to express an interest in joining please email Laura Elliott: 
Laura@coventry-artspace.co.uk 

Studio Working Party:

We’ll shortly be creating a new Studio Working Party to review current studio practise and plan for the future. We would like at least two Artspace members to be part of this working party, including existing studio holders. The first meeting will be hosted in December/January. To express an interest and receive more information email Laura Elliott: Laura@coventry-artspace.co.uk 

The guidelines on the following page are drawn from the membership agreement, which all joining members will be asked to understand and sign to ensure that the Artspace continues to be a functional, safe and comfortable organisation for people to make work and share ideals in.
ARTSPACE MEMBERSHIP AGREEMENT
· All Members of Coventry Artspace must be considerate of, and practice the relevant guidelines set within the Company Handbook. The relevant membership guidelines drawn from the handbook are included in this contract. Full copies of the Company Handbook can be accessed upon request from the Artspace Director.

· All benefits are subject to availability and provided at the discretion of Artspace.

· Members using the Artspace or its facilities will be considerate of other individuals or groups using the building or services.

· All fees payable will be reviewed annually, and will be due once a year in June. Members failing to pay fees are voiding their membership to Artspace. Anyone finding difficulty paying fees will be asked to contact the Artspace Director. Cases will be considered on an individual basis.

· A returnable key deposit is payable upon the signing of relevant membership agreements to be negotiated with the Artspace Company Secretary and Finance Manager.  The membership may not commence until this payment has been made.  No keys issued may be copied without the permission of Artspace and members are liable for the cost of replacing lost keys.

· Members without key sets must notify Artspace staff before, and upon arrival of visiting the building. Staff maintain the right to refuse access if Health and Safety rules are breached as a result of visitors (i.e. if there are not enough First Aid representatives available). 

· Designated rooms may not be used for any other purpose than for the relevant activity.  Any other use must have permission from Artspace.

· No alteration may be made to the fabric of the building without the permission of the directors of the company.

· All members must comply with any health and safety rules and with suitable practice within the building. Rooms used within the building must be left clean and tidy with internal bins emptied, washing up completed and doors closed and locked.

· Members of the Artspace must not behave in any anti-social way and must show due regard for equal opportunities.  All disputes between members shall be subject to the arbitration of the Directors.

· Any work or other effects left on the premises by the member will be stored safely for 3 months. Large-scale works or effects will be stored at a charge and will be disposed of after 3 months.

· Members are representatives of Coventry Artspace and are required to show the organisation due respect when using or representing the company name or logo.

· Permission for individuals or groups to use the company name or logo must be decided by Artspace. The Artspace Director will provide official logos.

· Termination of the contract by either the member or the company must be notified in writing one month in advance.

If you would like to join as an Artspace member, please continue to the application form and complete as much as you can. If you have any difficulty in answering the questions, please contact Laura Elliott, Director.
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
To ensure that we can provide you with a suitable membership and learn as much as we can about your needs as a creative person, there are a few things we would like to know about you. Please feel free to supply further pages in response to any of the following questions or see the end of the questionnaire for support guidance. 

IF YOU HAVE ALREADY COMPLETED THIS APPLICATION VIA A STUDIO APPLICATION PACK, PLEASE DISREGARD THIS SECTION.

1 Your contact details

1.1 Name      
1.2 Address      
1.3 Phone Number      
1.4 Email address      
2 Your art practice

2.1 How would you define your practice?      
2.2 How long have you been practising as an artist?      
2.3 How much of your working week is spent on your arts practice?      
2.4 Do you consider yourself a professional artist?      
2.5 Are you self-employed?      
2.6 How much of your income is currently generated through your practice?      
2.7 How do you earn your income if neither of the above is applicable?      
2.8 Have you received public funding for your work, if so from what source?      
3 Coventry Artspace

The ethos of the Artspace is to establish an exchange between artists. So for example established artists may become mentors to new graduates whilst being able to realise a long-term project and those graduates in turn may offer support at our events. On the other hand members might contribute to the building directly or help in the organisation of exhibitions. The reciprocal nature of the environment will allow artists to create relationships whilst supporting their development as and when they want or need it.

3.1 What professional development training or involvement have you had since leaving college or deciding to be an artist? 

     
3.2 Do you understand and would you commit to the ethos of Artspace?

     
3.3 Are you prepared to agree to contribute at Monthly Members Meetings?

     
3.4 Are you prepared to engage in a review process?

     
3.5 Understanding the ethos of the building, are you prepared to offer something in exchange?

     
3.6 What are you prepared to offer in exchange?

     
3.7 Where would you like to be as an artist in 12 Months?

     
3.8 Where would you like to be as an artist in 3yrs?

     
3.9 What issues most concern your professional development as an artist?

     
3.10 How would you like to see these issues dealt with?

     
3.11 Are you a member of any arts organisations, if so which?

     
3.12 Do you subscribe to or buy any art magazines, if so which?

     
3.13 Where did you find out about the Artspace?

     
Please submit your answers to these questions along with a current C.V. and maximum of 10 images of your work on slide, photograph or print out to:

Coventry Artspace, C/o Laura Elliott, 16 Lower Holyhead Road, Coventry, CV1 3AU

(Enclose an SAE if you would like your visual material returned)

SUPPORT AND GETTING IN TOUCH
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Artspace is kindly supported by Coventry City Council, Arts Council England West Midlands, the Deeley Group of Companies and the Alan Edwards Higgs Trust. 
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FIND THIS INFORMATION AT 


WWW.COVENTRY-ARTSPACE.CO.UK





Coventry Artspace will aim to assess your application as soon as possible, but turnover is generally 2 weeks, so that we can ensure a fair process. The Artspace Staff Team will view your application, and may arrange an informal meeting for you to discuss your practice further and answer any questions that you have. 





Artspace may also invite an event in order to meet existing members. It is important for us to ensure that we can provide helpful services to you, so do bear with us while we process your application thoroughly. 





If you have difficulty answering any of the questions, or require support of any kind, please feel free to contact:





Laura Elliott


Coventry Artspace


16 Lower Holyhead Road


Coventry


CV1 3AU





T: 024 7655 3533


M: 07982 708694


E: � HYPERLINK "mailto:Laura@coventry-artspace.co.uk" ��Laura@coventry-artspace.co.uk�


Web: � HYPERLINK "http://www.coventry-artspace.co.uk" ��www.coventry-artspace.co.uk�
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